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Eicherly unloads oysters from his
historic schooner.

Above: Markene Koniewicz unloads
coal dredged from a sunken ship.
Left: Rich Jones unloads mare of
the day’s catch that includes oys-
ters, conchs and toadfish
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om shipwreck to shipshap

ByCA
Special to

SMYRNA — An old wooden
side on the sand by the creek,
been the fate of the Maggie 8.
“Thumper” Eicherly IV, a wa
of Bowers Beach, had not res:
The vessel, which can oce
dents in the Bowers Beach ar
tu';\é:usly working oyster s

“The moment we saw tt
Maggie, 1t was love at fir
sight,”

“She looks so caol, sa
Eicherly, its captain. “She
low to the water and dredg
by hand. She turns on a son
like a snow goose flyir
around in the air.”

These days, the ship is o1
ofthefew\‘hatstllldredgesxu
ters. However, because of ca
servation efforts, the amou
of oysters she is allowed to tal
has diminished.

Its owners, while lamentiy
the old way of life, have bes
i.nvolved m conservation a1
preservation efforts.

“We're dnwn t0 60 bushe
from 600 bushels somewhe
between five and 10 years age

The couple had planned
use the Maggie for pleasu
when they bought her f
$5,000. But when' worki
boat the Phragmites w
crushed by ice while sitti:
right next to the Maggie
their Bowers Beach dock, th
put the oyster schooner to *
and the it al

amount of oysters :
“She had holes the size
“Once we had 13 pumps to ke
It took ahundred trips to get

‘When they had made enor
get her restored, they took hi
The ship was built asa tv
ers boat builders in Bridgeto

since 1893.
“Below deck the Maggie |
cooking,” Eicherly said. “Ir

‘would stay out all week. The

tain had to close the windov
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by the of her soul: That have
Tseen the fte of the 8. if midstate residents Frank
“Thumper” his

“The moment we saw the =
Maggie. it was love at first ONLINE:

C Friend said “Tio son phatos of the shigi's ongaing
“She looks so cool.” said
Hicharly, It captain, “She's  oraton 0ot farigsn

fke"a snow goosa nving ABOUT THE

of oysters
“She had holes the size of golf balls,” Eicherly recalled.
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1t took a hundred i her to the

maney for the down it to
lnNavf .

built a5 a two-masted schooner by Rice
in Bridgeton, N.J., and has been in commission

T four berths and a wood stove for
when




