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Only the memories remain

Ellerslie mansion Font chikleen, The sutsoed forn:
once home fo e iy

F. Scott Fitzgerald

He looked around him wildly, os
if the past were lurking here in the
shodpw of his frowse, just gut of
rench of hes hand.

- F.Scott Fitzgerald
in “The Great Gatshy”

ll-. CAROL CHILD

i Brandmerine Crossnoads

£ 1t Fitzgerald came to live

Wilmington in March 1927.

ith kim i‘o brought his wife,

and his little daughter,

Scottie. They stayed two years.
‘The feudal atmosphere in Wil-

And {rom the second-story bay
window reom where Fitzger
wrote, he could see the lights far
away across the river.

The dream drified into summer.
But summer was the spawning
ground for yet another attack of
the Fitzgerald discontent. Fresh
from their racy adventures in New
York, Zelda was finding the staid
little red-brick town clutching the
sides of the hills stifling. “Wil-
mingion has turned out to be the
black hole of Calcutta,” she said.

She decided she wanted to
dance with the Russian ballet. At
38, an age when the careers of
many d.ancer'i are ovir, Zelda

mingion under the du Ponts, Ellerslio as it appeared in F. Scott Fitzgerald's day. began classes with Catherine Lit-
thoueht Maxwell Perking, Fitz- :Iei“:e]d of Ph:lndclgim In Ellers-
cerald's editor at Scribners, woul the sweep of the columns were to never lived in their new home. He  lie's front hall, at the barre she had
proy ide the creator of “The Great  bring us a judicious tranguility.” sald the house when she jilted him.  erected before her huge gilt mirror
Gatshy™ with the tranguility he Felda wrote. For the first few months, life at (Fitzgerald called it her whore-
necded to finish his new novel At Ellerslie, in the deep night, Ellerslie foated along on the wings  house mirror), she tortured her
and give him material for future amid the whispering old oaks, of a dream, Fitzgerald wrote to Er-  body from morning until night,
work. beeches and horse chestnuts, vou  nest Hemingway: “Address fora day after day, alweys (o the sound
For $150 a month, they leased might glimpse the suggestionofa  year — Ellerslie Mansion, Edge- of “I'he Parade of the Wooden
Ellerslie, the white three-story ligure, perhaps Gatshy himself, moor, Delaware. Huge old lw.:sr Soldiers.”
Greek Revival mansion on the standing on the pillared porticoof  on Delaware River. Pillars, ete. | The inceszant noise drove Fitz-
|)¢|.-.ware River in Edgemcor. Wil-  the magnificent house, ifting his  am called ‘Colonel.” Zelda “de old gerald wild. It bombarded the
ington sttorney John Biggs, arms outstretched toward the dark  Missus.' * walls, marched up the grand circu-
; itzgerald's former Princeton WRLET, Scott and Zelda devised a sys- lar staircase and whirled about the
roumimate, found the house for Built in 1842, Ellerslie was tobe  tem of calls and echoes so they cupoln. He wrestled with his novel,
them, the gracious summer home for Bd-  could find each other among the “The World's Fair,” which, in con-
'I.'h: Fitzgeralds were charmed.  ward Robinson of Philadelphia 14 of the 27 rooms they kept open

“The squareniess of the rooms and  and his bri ido-to-be, But the couple  Scottie ramped the broad green See MEMORIES, Page 5
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L s a peries of
=Sideshows. He was attacked by a
=prrvous irritability.
-—-— There were Lo many intermip-
“Mons, too many excuses, like so
maﬂrchd moving crates
into in the night. "'l"crn-
e incessant stoppies begin,” he
=wrota in his ledgor. He drank, he
--amuh.-d he Lhought his tubereclo-
==is had become active. He chanped
m Chesterfields o the milder
T,
e Thie inwitntions went out and
“The crazy weekends began, The
=guests who remembered them —
=sometimes with pain — included
ZErnest Hemingway, John Dos
= Passos, Thornton Wilder, Ed-
=mund Wilson, Charles MacArthur,
muovie starlet Lois Moran (“Stella
Dallas"), who would bocome the
model {or Hosemary Hurt in
“Tender s the Night,"” and polo
- ltnr'I‘:rrnmy Hitcheock (a Pitz-
1 r who sujggeated to him a
ind of Tom and Daisy Buchanan
’ ELﬂu.mol.[u]l Jay Guujy would have
n pleased
Fridays the French chaulfeur
drove to the Wilmington train sta-
tion to meel the puests, Sundays
he drove tham hack. In betwesn
there were dinner danees,
mintchos staged with plow horses
and eroquet mallets and Late-night
bednlie visits by the ressdent

[l'l.hln were petting a little
dull, the Fitzgeralds and fuests
would uurm] : lhj I.m\-r[ni Wi
up in jail. It was John Biggs who
received the middle-of-the-night
phone calls from the Wilmington
police Lo extricate them.

Strewn among the Ellerslie

. weekends were trips to New York

| City, where they stayed at the

 Plaza. Zelda remarked, “We come
up for n weekend, then wake up

and its Thursday,” On one such
excursion Fitzgerald naw a forlorn
newsboy standing in the rain and
bought all hia pa L

In April 1028, bored with Wil-
mington, they sailed to Paris,

where Fitzgerald met James Joyee,

and Zelda, still wanling to work
with the Russian bnllet, studied
with Lubov Ilgtwvm lhwy foo-
turned. according to Fitzgernld,
“in a blaze of work and liquor” in

r.
While at Ellerslic, Fitzgerald
turned 30. Something had died.
Indeed, a weekend guest recalled
one of the parties as being a vir-
tual funaral wake for the ing
of Pitzgerald's 30th year. His sense
of loss plagued him,
“There was n demon within him
o be ﬂmﬁrnuutwﬁt:: of his gen-

eralion didn't foel he was ac-
complishing this,” remembered
Bigpa.

ITZGERALD SAW himsell

running toward himself and

away from himsell at the
same time. There was a world out
there and, somewhere in the shad-
ows of Ellerslic, a hrm k-mnnim
live in it . . . something from
youth he could almasr. touch but

never quite grasp.

Whmlhls wﬂd wis crashing
around him, all of the plot and
character charts he had conatruct.-
ed for his new novel, “The World's
Fair,” stood stacked in some dim
mrn('r liki 8o many discarded

Ic got distracted when he start-
ed writing. "1 get alraid 'm doing
it instead of living. . . . Get think-
ing mayhe life is wn:t:m.. for me in
the Japanese gardens at the Ritz
or in Atlantic City or on the lower
Eaat Side ™

It would be a long time before
this novel, begun in 1925 and
which would become “Tender s

the Might,” finally winged its way
into the lite warld.

Zelda wanted to build a surprise
doll house for Scottie. Fitzgerald
and his little girl waited in their
car on a quict red-brick street cor-
ner while she dissppeared with
some papers thr hnduor Iot-
tered *Cabinet

1t was a fine Nmm‘mberduy-m
last golden leaves clung to the
treea, sprinkling little shadows
i‘}e_}z and there '::é_hn |idcwlnilz.

The daddy yaw A very little
boy walked up the street, taking
very long atrides. He went up to a
door, took a picee of chalk out of
hrﬁpru:ietand Lo wrile
mmethmgwtdc:r the doorbell.

“He's making magic signs,” the
daddy told the little girl. The
daddy then wove a tale of fairy
intrigue. The little hoy was the
ogre and he was holding o princess
enptive behind the closed curtains
of the flat on the corner. The king

and queen were imprisoned 10,0600
miles under the carth.

“And what, Daddy? What?” de-
manded the little girl, caught up in
the magie, The man continued the
story. He wantaed to be in his little
girl's fairy world with her. A shut-
ter banged closed, then slowly

Exnl:d. Suddenly the room turmed
blue. That meant the prinee had
found the first of the throe stones
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%I\/Iemones where mansion stood

wore somewhers in France, By
June they were in Cannes.

After they sailed, Ellerslie was
aciquired by the Kreba Co., then by
the Du Pont Co.

By 1935, one yvear after the b-
lication of “Tender In the Night
the big square rooims of the mrgep
ing-white mansion houssd the of-
fices of the Du Pont Co. pigments

plant.

In 1962 Ellerslie’s pillared porti-
co, riddled with termites, was
wrenched from the main structure
and destroyved.

In 1972 the grand summer home
Edward Robinson had erected for
hia bride.to-be was demoliahed,

Now all that remains are Fitz-
gerald’s memorics winged aloft by
=. . . a meadowlnrk among the
smoke stacks.”
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that would free the p
He could remember that wotld
bt ke knew he would never
see it or touch it for himaelf. =
sice the Cabincl -Maker's"™ wan
published in 1928,
In Mareh 1929, the Fitageralds
sailed for Genoa. In April they
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