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Harvesied conch ahells cover the chimnay at the Bow-
wrs Baach homes of Frank “Thamper™ Ekchety 1Y and
Jean Friend.

Oceangoing
way of life

Century-old schooner Maggie S. Myer
still plies the seas

WALOTman rests his
bsck on a deck phle.
silbowetied agalne
the Big orange sun
;||pp1ng;nuli Amng
thi Pids Lpriver | briei
casts the surface of the Mur
derkill River inio m el of
il Hlll“ﬂ?

Quieily hat swiltly tweo
conch-dredging boals oo p
from 1k Delremse Hay io Bow
#r Beach, coming (o the wide
mouth of the Munderkill. One
it 'Izdlhr:rr:r-. lfnl_lﬂ-nm [ ] m

£, sy b 40 yoars old,
%y g ol o thee swedls 1ike A

The other is bow, wide and
white, gliding llke a r
o dock, She s the Maggle 5
Myurs, & 113 yearald, S0-feol.
wooden dredpe schooner. Built
I 180, she has ol boen ot of
commkision sinoe 1823 when
whe received her commission-
ing peneant.

“Umee we had 13 paomps
going to keep hor afloa while
we were warking,” sabd her
caplain. Frank "Thumper™
Eicherly IV, "Ske had holes the
size of golf balls. 18 fook & hum-
dred fishing (rips 1o get the
down pervimeseil ., for repairs.”

& Mirsi-genaration water
mar, Elcherly 44, said the Mag
ghe 5. Myvers works 1o pay her
WK

In addition to karvesting
cofich. the Maggis 5. Myers
crow Uigs horseshoe crads for
the 115, governmend and pri
wabs ressarch. In 3000 the crow
- Eicherly and Tracl Parsonas,
5 Sam Marphe, 38, and Shawn
Gergich, T - tagped 10,000

ik,

The Life of a waterman Is
urcerialn, Eicherty sakd, ns he
and the crew unloaded thelr
bags of conchs afmte rucks
wikitimg b0 Lake (B 10 arket.

“Thess Nehermen may nod
bt heee in 10 yenrs,” ho sabid
“Regulations are tighter for
horseshos crabe. Thess fami
Jiess humve hiwen wadermen tao io

=
m“ heout, B Herrisfia, Ha b
MGE: &4 aither boats. O sank in
FESITIOR: Cagtan of the i Fiar inkst in
S -8l ancihes wis
s Wil Joan Friesd] ] B the ke
BESENCE: 3wty at B dock whish B wis.
BACKGROUND: Ha's 1 Tryl- by
Ereration wiberman and et i
Artiches by Carmd Child,
il 1o
Thie Mesws Journal
Mows Jowmal pholographs
by Gary Emadgh

fouar penerations. 1 pists strss
ey e e, [~

Eicheerty and his crew prac
tlee mnid tesch horssdhos-crab
conservalion i an &l 1o an-
mire Lhelr futiuss Dvelihoond, Om
Junas 5 thiy will demonstrnis
wihst (hey do st the Borseshos
Crab Featival in Bowers Haach,
sponsared by tha Maggle 5.
My

Up befors the sun

Th perwsenl can be s unoer  gqifl (5 bail weather,
imin o the foture. “We god  times you get congit
wirves coming over soimel lEnes Deapife the dai
& 1 B feal™ saidd Elcheriy “We  ruiher o o1 sea (S
iry 1o cirenmven thoss kinds o sald.
ol winves, glow down, don't go Earller this maon




Cm'er Story

i

0Ing
 life

faggie S. Myers

Borwars Bsach with bis wile.
Thismipar aiss gwns 3 smaller
oo, the Henriea, He has cemed
o boats. O aank i th In-
Jii i River inlet i the
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wiend rb;l'llwdmﬂmm
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3 sl [ e
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ABOUT THE BOAT

The

24 B2-groms ton "
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Fler Comenesmoning penvant bs ai
B Sshn DuBols Karnters M-

“As the crew staried to work we
filmed, and even helped ihem
et throngh the catchy™

The 0-year-ald joniors
wanted o study the relation-
ehip of the walermen o thals
EAVIFOREEHE a8 part of § fe
ssarch prodect for their geogra
phy  class, onvirammenial
vhdeograghy

*1 hnve & Erel pespert fiof
the 1ife thoy have choson Lo
load,” Archbald said, “They
work very hard anid love what
thay da 'We were locky enough
te hinve beauwtifal weather, |

isum, Girmarwich, W), Commis-
sionad n 1803, the was beill 55 3
ten-frasied Sradge sthooned. in
the 1580, e Saacnas| Dysise

Go. motoeited her

can't imagine a 13- howr day of
wimnd apd aleet

“There is nconstar s
tion betwesn (e family of
Thuamper and kis crow, as thees
is betwern all the bosls i Al
water .. throagh the radio.
Ty slick close togelher, and
ool them were |5 ircaible the
athers would be there 1o halp,”
Simea gald

Eicherly and his wife, Jean
Friend, bought the Magls 5
Myers aboul six yesrs ago o
iy oy ik iare Taol

“Well, that's fnot trwe any.

mare,” Kicherdy langhed, This
yoear repalrs will Fun 250,000
Sk evls new rits

“Bhe Bagian as a fwo-mmastod
oyster schanner™ Eicherly sakd
¥l can s the siEnps whens
then mmckdds were cul off when
sl was fictorined

Why buy an old, wooden
boal whoss hull resembles 5
drodge net?

“It looks 30 cool. ™ he waid
‘IS low o the wailer, Bevais
Eher original dredpres wem oger
abed by hand. ke tarns on a
soni, |ike a smow goose Aying
aroanad i the nir ™

Sbein ilsd can carry her net
welght Inoysiers - 22 fons

“It's all abonsl the schoones
The Maggie 5. Myers Restors
than Project - m nonpeaflt ac
ganizilion,”™ sald Eicherly ¥
do It for a sense of pradineds
each plank, wosden plug, the
Integrity ol the boad. Hs o Labor
il v
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She relies on brains, not just bray

By CAROL CHILD

Spacial 10 The News Jowrnal

“You're only as good as your
crew,” said Jean Friend of Bow
ers Beach, wife of Frank
“Thumper” Eicherly IV, captain
of the Maggie 5. Myers dredge
schooner. “When they are wet,
vou give them dry clothes; when
they are hungry, vou feed them;
when they are thirsty, you give
them something to drink.”

Traci Parsons, 39, is a mem-
ber of the Maggie 5. Myers
crew. She is g woman waterman,
oneof three of whom she knows
who work out of Bowers Beach.

Parsons does not want to be
called a waterwoman. “Part of
man is woman,” she said. “I'm
out there all day with the guys.
To be called a waterman helps
me to fit in.”

Being a waterman is more
than being a fisherman. Par
sons can catch fish on a line,
throw pots or dredge for shell
fish. She also catches toadfish,
often called oyster crackers.

“The Chinese love them,” she
says, “We catch toadfish and sell
them to a ... man who comes
down from New York to buy
them.”

Parsons, who has been a wa-
terman for 15 years and on the
Maggie 5. Myers one year, tried
office work and other things. 1
don't like office work or factory
work,” she said. “[ don't like
being inside and not seeing
what the day is like.”

Parsons’ former hushand, an
anchor fisherman, couldn't go
to work one day, 50 she went out
in his place. From that day for-

[n Brief
Certified lifeguarding
class being offered

Progressive Pool Manage-
ment Ine. is sponsoring an
American Red Cross-certified
lifeguarding course, which in-
cludes CPR and first-aid train-
ing. The classes are taught by
certified instructors, and a total
of 30 hours must be logged. Stu-
dents must be 15 or older before
course completion and must be
able to pass a swim test.

This month's classes begin
today and continue on Toesday
and April 8 and 13 from &9 p.m.

wird she was a waterman., She
was taught dredge fishing by the
late Roland Macklin, who also
taught Eicherly.

Parsons has been around
boats and has fished all her life
In 5t. Louis, where she grew up,
her parents and grandparents
owned pleasure boats,

"Being a waterman s hard,

T b Jourral GARTY EMENGH
Traci Parsons s adamant she is a waterman, not a waterwoman.

physical work,” Parsons said
“It requires a lot of stamina. I'll
probably get in trouble by say-
ing this, but 8 woman can work
longer than a man; she uses
brains rather than brawn.

“¥ou learn to distinguish
where the fish are,” said Par-
L

SOS,
Each full dredge bag weighs

SEND USYOUR NEWS

Send news for Neighbors 10 days prior to publication date to:

B Mail: Box 15505

at the Progessive Pool Manage
ment office, 1810 Philadelphia
Pike, Claymont, and Sunday and
April 11 and 18 from noon-5 pom.
at the William Hicks Anderson
Community Center, 501 N. Madi-
som St., Wilmington.

May classes run May 11, 13
14, 18, and 20-21 from & to 9 pum.
at Progressive Pool and May 9,
16 and 23 from noon to 5 pm. at

B Fax: 324-2665
Ein 950 W. Basin Aoad
Hirw DE 15720

the community center.

The water hours of the
classes are at the community
coenter,

The course s $175 and in-
cludes training materials, writ-
ten exam and certification
cards, Bring a bathing suit, tow-
els, a beverage and a snack, writ-
ing tools and paper for notes,

To register; call T88-5144

PROFILE

Traci Parsons

AGE: 39

RESIDENCE: Bowess Beach

BACKGROUND: Has been a
waterman for 15 years, and a
Maggie S, Myers crew member
for one year,

QUMITE: “The sun rises differ-
ent every day. Even if the wind
is blowing 100 mph, it's stil
fun.”

about 200 pounds. The dredges
are light hydraulic. When they
bring the bags up from the
water, Parsons and her fellow
crew members sort the 200
pounds of dredged shellfish into

Y 65 to B0-pound bags to go onto

waiting trucks.

“Working alongside Traci
and Sam gave me an apprecia-
tion for how hard these people
work,” sald Kate Sims, a Univer
sity of Delaware environmental
videography student who went
out March & on the Maggie 5.
Myers as part of a geography
class project, “They go out with
the sunrise and come home to
the sinsel.”

Parsons, whose home over-
lonks the water at Bowers
Beach, said “T will not eat a sum-
mer crab. They taste like bait
When the water is cold, the
shellfish bury themselves in the
sand, so they have to be dredged.
The dredged [blue crabs] are
much fatter and sweeter than
crabs swimming around in
warm water and caught by pot.”

Parsons worked out a deal for
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Gospel playwrights
nominated for award

Helena Creamer and Michasd
and Barbara Way of the Cathe
dral of Fresh Fire Inc. in Wilm
ington have been nominated in
the gospel playwright category
at the Hollywood Insider's
Gospel Music Awards for their
original stage production “The
Blood.”

Created by the Rev. Emma

Creamer, pastor and founder of

the church, “The Blood” played
at the Grand Opera House last
summer and will return in July
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brams, not just brawn
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Traci Parsons is adamant she is a waterman, nol a walerwvoman.

ward she was a waterman. She
was tanght dredge fishing by the
late Roland Macklin, who also
taught Eicherly.

Parsons has been around
boats and has fished all her life,
In St. Louis, where she grew up,
her parents and grandparents
owned pleasure boats,

“Being a waterman is hard,

ph!.'ﬁi:;al work,” Parsons said.
“It requires a lot of stamina. I'll
|:n:-hd.b]:. get in trouble by say-
ing this, but a woman can work
longer than a man; she uses
brains rather than brawn.
“You learn to distinguish
whore the fish are,” said Par

SOTIS. )
Each full dredge bag weighs

SEND US YOUR NEW

Send news for Neighbors 10 days prior to publication date to:

W Mall: mﬂw&gm
ington DE 1
Wnu 124-2826

W TTE: 224-2580

at the Progessive Pool Manage-
ment office, 1810 Philadelphia
Pike, Claymont, and Sunday and
April 11 and 18 from noon-5 pum.
at the William Hicks Anderson
Community Center, 501 M. Madi-
son St., Wilmington.

May classes run May 11, 13-
14, 18, and 20-21 from & to 9 pm.
at Progressive Pool and May 9,
16 and 23 from noon to 5 pm. at

W Fax: 324-2865
Hin 950 W. Basin Road
New DE 18720

the community center.

The water hours of the
classes are at the community
peEnter,

The course is $175 and in-
cludes training materials, writ-
ten exam and certification
cards. Bring a bathing suit, tow-
els, a beverage and a snack, writ-
ing tools and paper for notes.

To register, call T98-5144.

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2004

PROFILE

Traci Parsons

ABGE: 29

RESIDEMCE: Bowears Beach

BACKGROUND: Has besn &
watarman for 15 years, and a
Maggie 5. Myers crew membsr
for one year.

DUOTE: “The sun rises differ-
ent every day. Even if the wind
i blawing 100 mph, it's still
fun.”

about 200 pounds. The dredges
are light hydraulic. When they
bring the bags up from the
water, Parsons and her fellow
crew members sort the 200
pounds of dredged shellfish into
65 to B0-pound bags to go onto
waiting trucks.

“Working alongside Traci
and Sam gave me an apprecia-
tion for how hard these people
work,” sald Kate Sims, a Univer-
sity of Delaware environmental
videography student who went
out March 8 on the Maggle 5.
Myers as part of a geography
class project. “They go out with
the sunrise and come home to
the sunset.”

Parsons, whose home over-
looks the water at Bowers
Beach, said “I will not eat a sum
mer crab, They taste like bait.
When the water is cold, the
shellfish bury themselves in the
sand, so they have to be dredged.
The dredged [blue crabs] are
much fatter and sweeter than
crabs swimming around in
warm water and caught by pot.”

Parsons worked out a deal for

People

Gospel playwrights
nominated for award

Helena Creamer and Michael
and Barbara Way of the Cathe-
dral of Fresh Fire Inc. in Wilm-
ington have been nominated in
the gospel playwright category
at the Hollywood Insider’s
Gospel Music Awards for their
original stage production “The
Blood.”

Created by the Rev. Emma
Creamer, pastor and founder of
the church, “The Blood” played
at the Grand Opera House last
summer and will return in July
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her boyfriend to do the cooking.
She is giving him “practice fish”
to clean. Onoe he masters those,
he can work up to cleaning
flounder, she said.

In April and May Parsons
will help with the 1L, Geologi
cal Survey's horseshoe-crab in
dexing on board the Maggie 5
Myers. “Every few days during
the season, a couple people from
the agency go out on the boat. It
iz 50 educational,” she said
“You learn a lot. For instance, [
never knew there are hermaph-
rodite horseshoe crabs. | hive a
book that says once there were
s0 many horseshog crabs they
were ised for fertilizer”

Onee the survey is out of the
way, Eicherly and Parsons will
ber at the June 3-5 Horseshoe
Crab and Delaware Bay seminar
at the Mallard Lodge in Smyrna,
They will demonstrate how to
make bait wells that conserve
horseshoe crabs. They will show
how to put the pot over and how
to bring it in.

Parsons also will be at Bow-
ers Beach with her crew mates
June 5 for the Horseshoe Crab
Festival, sponsored annually by
the Maggie 5. Myers amd organ-
ized by Jean Friend.

“I suppose there really isn'ta
better place to spend the day,”
said Sims. "Being on the water
wias really a encompassing fieel-
ing. To be out there every day
like theze people would have a
profound effect on someone.”

“The sun rises different
every day Even if the wind is
blowing 100 mph, its still fun,”
said Parsons,

Mewark man cited
for work at Rowan

Ed Zlegler of Newark recently
earned several awards for his
work as marketing director at
Rowan University in Glassboro,
N.J. He received three awards
from the New Jersey Chapter of
the International Association of
Business Communicators: an
award of excellence for his an-
nual president’s report, an
award of merit for his total ad-
vertising campaign and an
award of merit for the univer-
sity's Web site.
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Christine Lisowski, Jenna Loren-
zonl, Stacey Miynarski, Jake
Rilay, Alty Samluk, Kristina Sam-
son, Danielle Skipski, Brittany
Sobieski, Shannon Sowden,
Krista Sund, Brian Wismer and
Ryan Wolfe. Faculty members
Kathleen Pusecker, business and
technology chair, Maria Giorgi,
math; Dana Delledonne, social
studies: and Jeanne Gibbons,
puidance counselor, assisted in
coordinating the day

The junior and senjor classes
participated in a blood drive on
March 25 in Grant Hall. Peer tu-
toring moderator Frank Bellamo
coondinated the event

The drama class, moderated
by English teacher Robin Hay-
den, taped a recording at the
diocesan studio of the “Passion
of Christ.” The tape will air on
radio station WDEL 1150 AM's
Catholic Forum on Sunday at
10005 a.m.,

Student of the week is junior
Brigdet McGinnis, All-State Cho-
rus member and cantor for the
Junior Ring Mass, Maroon &
pold athlete is senijor Jillian Mur-
phy, who has participated in
three sports for four years,

Third-quarter report cards
were distributed on Tuesday,

Philip Pieri
St. Mark's

The Science Olympiad teams
competed at Delaware State Uni-
versity in Dover on March 13,
The teams placed fourth and
seventh in the state and received
a total of 67 medals. Team
coaches include Laura Mattick
and Lori Mitchell of the science
dE'[iﬁﬂmE"l'I[. parents Joan Bar-
ber and Ardashpal Sethi, and

arents of alumni Dennis
Swartzfager and Mike Wood-
wand.

Eighteen students from
Theodor-Henss-Gymnasium ar-
rived March 18 as part of the
German exchange student pro-

gram.

Law Club, Mock Trial and
Amnesty International mem-
bers will travel to the National
Constitution Center in Philadel-

phia on Monday.

Students will be dismissed at
1:4B p.m. on Tues and
Wednesday. Easter vacation be

gins after dismissal Wednesday
Classes will resume on April 19,
The freshman, junior varsity
and varsity cheerleaders won
first place in the Delaware State
Cheerleading Competition at
the University of Delaware’s
Bob Carpenter Center on March
7. Junior varsity and varsity
captains are sophomore
Amanda Rizzo and juniors Kelly
Smith and Kelly Radulski, junior
varsity; and seniors Lauren
Deglicbizzi, Erln McHugh and

Ashley Nutter, varsity
Liz Ryan

Continued on next page
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Kate Sims (left) and Sarah Archbald are University of Delaware juniors who worked independently on
a research project about the crew of the Maggie 5. Myers for their course in human geography.

Way of life, way of learning

Human geography examines people’s ties to land and sea

By CARDL CHILD

Special 1o The News Jaurnal

Students of Michael Oates’
environmental videography
course, Geography 467, at the
University of Delaware in
Newark learn to produce a TV
show through studying produc-
tion and editing techniques and
to become objective documen
tarians through learning to crit-
ically analyze lssues and objec
tively speak to people.

Dates, an independent docu-
mentary filmmaker and pro-
ducer of the Emmy-nominated
"Dollars on the Beach.” a 1999
PBS documentary on horseshoe
crabs and shore birds, was re-
cruited by the UD geography de-
partment to teach a human ge
ography course. Human
geography explores how people
live om the land

Oates, an adjunet assistant
professor, began teaching the en-
vironmental videography course
last fall, working with students
o frame environmental issues in
and around Delaware using
video. On March 16 Oates pre
santed his course at the Associa-
tion of American Geographers
100th Anniversary Conference in
Philadeiphia

“Geography encompasses
mare subject matter than most
people assume,” said Kate Sims,
20, a UD junior from Newark. “It
is mot just maps and topography
It includes people and their in
teraction with the Earth.”

Sims, along with classmate
Sarah Archbald, observed first-
hand some of that interaction as
part of a research project for the
class, The two spent March 8 on
the water with the crew of the
Maggie 5. Myers, a 112-year-old,
SHfoot, wooden dredge schooner

that harvests conch and tags
horseshoe crabs. The boat and
its crew, headed hy Frank
“Thumper" Efcherly IV, operate
out of Bowers Beach,

“For me, this documentary is
about just that,” sald Sims, a ge-
ography major in the process of
adding art as a second major.
“Thumper makes his living off
of the Earth. He must think in
terms of a different landscape
than most; he envisions what ex-
ists under the water. He must
know where the catch s, and he
can make assumptions based on
the underwater topography

“Lam irmvolved in this class be-
cause af the videos we make, but
the subkect matter sticks to a vari
ety of the relationships that ocour
in the environiment, and that is
what makes it intriguing o me"

“Hate and 1 work independ-
ently under our fabulous in-
structor, Mike Oates,” said
Sarah Archbald, 20, of Mewark,
a UD junior with an undeclared
major. “The project is a profile
on Thumper, [his wife, Jean
Friend] and crew, and the water
men's way of life. Not many peo-
v on thelr natural habitat
e 50 closely connected to
it. Mike likes to call them the
last hunter/gatherers.”

“Sarah and I took the class
last semester as a 300-level
class,"” said Sims. “We are work-
ing independently
Everything we do allows us an
opportunity to gain further un
derstanding of the camera,
sound, and editing system.”

“The students work with self-
starter projects,” sald Oates.
“Last fall Sarah studied people
who raise chickens. She went to
poultry farms, conducted inter-
views in the field and camped
out in hen houses.”

Now Archbald and Sims are
editing a piece for UD professor of
human geography April Veness
for a geographers conference
Archbald and Sims were given
the footage and are completing
the producing and editing

The two scon will be back an
the water to gather additional
footage. Beginning April 12 and
for eight davs over the colrse of
four to five weeks Archbald,
Sims and the Maggie S. Myers
crew will work in Delaware Bay
with scientists and other water
men to index horseshoe crabs
for a LS. Geological Survey pro
gram headed by biological stat
istician Dave Smith. Crabs are
tagged and measured and their
age and sex determined. Arch
bald and Sims will document
thelr experience on video,

Last vear, according to Oates
17.000 crabs were tagped — 10,000
on the Maggie S, Myers, “Docu
mentation must he made in
numbers rigorou ugh 1o
stand up in courd,” Ouates said
This yvear will be the first year
radio transmitters are attached
The survey i
the Horses
Jumee 5, at Bowers Be

“We have been looking at the
horseshos crab phenomenon in
the bay since 1986, said Oates

Through the “Green Eges in
the Sand” project, Dates and a
group of sclentists, watermen,
birders and educators have de
veloped a national curricuium
to to teach middle-school stu
dents about the horseshoe crab
in the Delaware Bay They use
Dates” " Dollars on the Beach™ as
a teaching tool,

“The original video docu-
mentary,” said Oates, “has ex-
panded from 100 minutes of TV
10 17 segments.”




